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OBJECTIVES

By the end of this lesson, you should

e tell the difference between complete
sentences and sentence fragments

¢ recognize subjects and predicates, and
use them to construct complete and
interesting sentences

-

compound predicate - a
predicate that contains
two or more predicates
joined together

compound subject - a subject
that contains two or more
subjects joined together

noun - a word that names a
person, place, or thing

predicate - the part of a
sentence that contains the
action words, or verbs

GLOSSARY

pronoun - a word that
replaces a noun

sentence - a group of words
that expresses a complete
thought

sentence fragment - an
incomplete sentence

subject - the part of a sentence
that tells who or what
does the action

verb - a word that expresses
physical or mental action
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Language is a. With others out loud or in writing. How words go
together. This lesson explores.

HUH? The sentences above are totally incomplete. They are only fragments
of thoughts. They do not express complete thoughts.

How can a person understand sentences that are incomplete?
Answer: No one can understand them.
The complete sentence version of the above paragraph follows:
Language is a wonderful tool. It allows you to communicate with others

out loud or in writing. If you understand how words go together, you will
become a better writer and reader. This lesson explores sentence sense.

How are good sentences built and what parts go into good sentences?
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Recognizing Sentences

A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought.

Sentence Sense

Your job as a writer is to understand and write complete sentences. This is
called sentence sense.

First, look at what makes a sentence.

Example: Bubble gum helps me think.

In this example, there is an action (helps) and something doing
the action (Bubble gum). This is a complete thought.

Sentence Fragments

A sentence that does not have a complete thought is called a sentence
fragment.

A sentence fragment is a piece of a sentence that does not make sense by
itself. It is an incomplete thought.

Example: Flipped open the book.

In this example, there is an action (Flipped), but we do not know
who did the action. The thought is incomplete.

If you are not sure if you have written a sentence fragment, try reading it out
loud to someone else. If the person says, “There’s something missing,” you

have probably written a sentence fragment.

You can easily correct fragments by adding more words to make a complete
sentence.
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Examples:

Caffeine, an ingredient in cola. (no verb, or action words)
To correct it, add an action: Caffeine, an ingredient in cola, can cause
sleeplessness.

Collects hockey cards. (no subject, or doer of the action)
To correct it, add a subject: My friend collects hockey cards.

A. You try it! See if you recognize complete sentences and sentence
fragments.

Some of the following groups of words are complete sentences. Some are
sentence fragments. Place a C in front of the complete sentences. Place an
F in front of the sentence fragments.

1. When the football season begins.

2. Last summer I visited my friend in Calgary.

3. One of the children from the neighbourhood.
4. On the way to school this morning.

5. Ilove my new puppy very much.

6. When you speak in front of people.

7. Going to school in the summer can be fun.

8. Sometimes the noise in the classroom.

9. Was cracked in several places.

10. I heard a strange noise coming from the basement.
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B. As you read this story, underline the sentence fragments. X
Just for Fun! ’

My entire school looked forward to the spring carnival. Rides, games of
chance, cotton candy, and a talent show. As far back as I can remember.
My teacher, Ms. Smiley, stood in a booth and let the class throw cream
pies at her. Students paid two dollars to see her face smeared with
layers of whipped cream. It was for a good cause and it was fun. The
school library.

One day Ms. Smiley got her revenge. When she had finished. She took
a pie from under her desk and called me to her desk. She plastered the
pie on my face as the other kids hooted and hollered. I guessit. Now I
knew what it felt like to be a walking, talking banana cream pie. With a
cherry on top.

C. More practice! Correct the sentence fragments below by adding words to
make complete sentences. You can add to the beginning or the end. Use
the correct punctuation and capital letters. Make Sentence Sense!

1. after the heavy rain started

2. waving wildly from the carnival ride

3. Donnie, the tallest boy in the class
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4. smiled at all his fans

5. in the haunted house across the street

6. after my birthday party

7. the best show on television

8. my plan for summer vacation

9. because she really wants to become a dolphin trainer

10. the huge aircraft
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D. Write a paragraph of 5 to 8 sentences about an important quality people
need to succeed in life. Check for sentence fragments! Only complete
sentences allowed! Use good sentence sense.

You might use a graphic organizer (web, outline) to get started. Write the
good copy of your paragraph below.

An Important Quality

O et Developed by Alberta Distance Learning Cenfre
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Now that you understand what makes a complete thought, take a closer look
at the parts of a complete sentence.

Sentence Paris

A simple sentence contains a subject and a predicate.

Predicate

One main ingredient of a sentence is the action word, or verb. The verb is
called the simple predicate of the sentence.

To find the simple predicate in a sentence, look for the word that expresses
mental or physical action.

Examples:

Tony walloped the baseball.
Predicate: walloped (physical action word)

She thought about her guinea pig.
Predicate: thought (mental action word)

The weather is great.
Predicate: is (a form of the verb “to be”)
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Subject

The simple subject of a sentence is the word or words that tell who or
what is doing the action, or who or what the sentence is about. A
simple subject is usually a noun or pronoun.

When you know the simple predicate in a sentence, you can find the simple
subject by asking who or what before the predicate.

Examples:

Tony walloped the baseball.
Subject: Ask who or what walloped. Tony walloped.
The simple subject of the sentence is Tony.

She thought about her guinea pig.
Subject: Ask who or what thought. She thought.
The simple subject of the sentence is She.

The weather is great.
Subject: Ask who or what is great. Weather is great.
The simple subject of the sentence is Weather .

E. You try it. Underline the simple subject of each sentence once and
underline the simple predicate of each sentence twice. 7
p—
The student slurped his milkshake noisily. M /
£
L\\\/HJ

A talented artist drew this picture.
Billy asked his dad for more allowance.

A cloudless sky is a great help to a pilot.

The lightning startled us.

The teacher asked us to help with her bulletin board.
Each team deserves credit for winning.

We taught the other students how to make puppets.
I like the city best.

10. Countless stars make up the Milky Way.

© XN,k -
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Compound Subjects and Predicates

A sentence may contain two subjects. This is called a compound
subject.

Example: Prakash and Melanie hit home runs in the last game.
Compound subject: Prakash and Melanie

A sentence may contain two predicates. This is called a compound
predicate.

Example: Bert cheered and applauded the players on the team.
Compound predicate: cheered and applauded

F. In this exercise, if the sentence has a compound subject, write CS before
the sentence. If the sentence has a compound predicate, write CP before
the sentence. Underline the compound subject or predicate.

1. _ The students discussed and chose a date for the year-end party.
2. The boys and the girls made the plan together.

3. __ Families and friends were invited to attend the party.

4. A committee bought the food and made the sandwiches.
5. They wrote and designed invitations.

G. Combine the sentences that follow to form either compound subjects or
compound predicates.

1. Lucy rehearsed the music. Lucy played the music.
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2. Party hats were bought at Safeway. Paper plates were bought at
Safeway.

3. Larry arranged the transportation to the picnic site. Jerry arranged the
transportation to the picnic site.

H. Do the following exercises.

1. Write a sentence with a compound subject.

2. Write a sentence with a compound predicate.
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Extending Yourself

Find a short article from a newspaper or a favourite magazine or book. Cut
out or copy the passage that interests you and that you think will interest
your classmates. Read the passage carefully and highlight examples of

® subjects

e predicates

e compound subjects

e compound predicates

Try to find examples of as many of these as you can! Be prepared to share
the passage and some of your examples with your classmates.
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